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NEHEMIAH’S CONCERN FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE (5:1-13)
!

Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews. Some 
were saying, “We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat 
and stay alive, we must get grain.” Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our 
fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine.” Still others were 
saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and 
vineyards. Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our fellow Jews and 
though our children are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and 
daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we 
are powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” When I 
heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry.  I pondered them in my mind 
and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are charging your own 
people interest!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them and said: “As 
far as possible, we have bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the 
Gentiles. Now you are selling your own people, only for them to be sold back to us!” 
They kept quiet, because they could find nothing to say.  So I continued, “What you 
are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to avoid the 
reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my brothers and my men are also lending 
the people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! Give back to them 
immediately their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest 
you are charging them.” “We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not demand 
anything more from them. We will do as you say.”  Then I summoned the priests and 
made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they had promised… At this 
the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they 
had promised.  Nehemiah 5:1-13 !

Ideally, none of God’s people were to live in poverty; but if some did, 
others were to be __________________ toward them, blessing with no 
thought to __________________ , as good ______________ of God’s 
resources (Exodus 22:25-27; Leviticus 25; Deuteronomy 15).  
!

At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts… Every creditor shall cancel 
any loan they have made to a fellow Israelite. They shall not require payment from 
anyone among their own people, because the Lord’s time for canceling debts has 
been proclaimed… However, there need be no poor people among you, for in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly 
bless you, if only you fully obey the Lord your God and are careful to follow all these 
commands I am giving you today… If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in 
any of the towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted 
or tightfisted toward them. Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever 
they need.  Deuteronomy 15:1-8 !
“If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not treat it like 
a business deal; charge no interest.  Exodus 22:25 !
“If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh 
year, he shall go free, without paying anything.  Exodus 21:2 
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“In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to their own property. If you sell land to 
any of your own people or buy land from them, do not take advantage of each 
other.  You are to buy from your own people on the basis of the number of years 
since the Jubilee. And they are to sell to you on the basis of the number of years 
left for harvesting crops. When the years are many, you are to increase the price, 
and when the years are few, you are to decrease the price, because what is really 
being sold to you is the number of crops. Do not take advantage of each other, 
but fear your God. I am the Lord your God.  Leviticus 25:13-17 !

Nehemiah responds to social injustice with intense ______________, 
careful ______________, and practical ______________.  
!!
NEHEMIAH’S EXAMPLE OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP (5:14-19)
!

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be 
their governor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year - twelve years - 
neither I nor my brothers ate the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier 
governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy burden on the people and took 
forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their assistants also 
lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act like that. 
Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men were assembled 
there for the work; we did not acquire any land.  Furthermore, a hundred and fifty 
Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came to us from the 
surrounding nations.  Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were 
prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In 
spite of all this, I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the 
demands were heavy on these people.  Remember me with favor, my God, for all I 
have done for these people.  Nehemiah 5:14-19 !

Nehemiah was a servant leader out of _____________ for people, and 
______________ for God. 
!

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with 
one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 2:1-11 
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