
!PHILIPPIANS: “TAKE HOLD” 
“Chapter 1:12-26”


July 17, 2016 
  
PAUL’S STORY (ACTS 9:3-20)
!

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what 
you must do.”  The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened 
his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  For 
three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  
In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. The Lord told him, “Go to the house of 
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is 
praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands 
on him to restore his sight.” “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports 
about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And 
he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your 
name.” But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.  I will 
show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  
Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 
coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see 
again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  At once he 
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  All those who 
heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in 
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take 
them as prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and 
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.   
Acts 9:3-20 !!

PAUL’S JOY OVER THE OUTWARD ADVANCE OF THE GOSPEL (1:12-18A)
!
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has 
actually served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout 
the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. And 
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in 
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. It is true that 
some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter do 
so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former 
preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up 
trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is 
that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
because of this I rejoice.  Philippians 1:12-18a !

The Outward Advance of the Gospel happens through Paul’s 
______________.
!!
The Outward Advance of the Gospel happens through Paul’s 
______________.
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PAUL’S JOY OVER THE INWARD ADVANCE OF THE GOSPEL (1:18B-26)
!
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and God’s 
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for 
my deliverance.  I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but 
will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my 
body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I 
am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I 
choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the 
body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you 
for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your 
boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.  Philippians 1:18b-26 !

The Inward Advance of the Gospel happens through God’s Provision 
of the ______________ of Jesus Christ; as well as the ______________ 
of God’s people. 
!

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. And we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.  Romans 8:26-28 !

The Inward Advance of the Gospel happens through the eager desire 
to be ____________ to Christ, and to be ____________ in Christ.  
!

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
Colossians 3:1-4 !

APPLICATIONS FROM THE GOSPEL AND PAUL’S LIFE
!
The Gospel message radically challenges our culture’s understanding 
of spirituality. 
!

Spiritual birth is a __________ event, and it is __________ in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.  
!

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented 
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood - to be 
received by faith.  Romans 3:23-25 !

Spiritual health often involves physical ______________.  
!
Paul’s example radically challenges us as Christians.
!

Do we evaluate life’s challenges as opportunities to “Advance the 
Gospel?”

Do we expect God’s Spirit to be powerfully operative in our lives?  

Do we actively pray for others so that they might experience 
God’s power? 

Are we willing to spend our lives for the spiritual well being of 
others? 

Is our normal experience “to live is Christ, and to die is gain”?
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