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SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

Mark 12:13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch
him in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man
of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they
are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the
imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew
their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius
and let me look at it.” They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is
this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then Jesus said to them,
“Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And they were
amazed at him.
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RECEIVING THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT RECEIVING THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

Mark 12: 28-34 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the man
replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are
not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more
questions.

These are the greatest commandments because if you God
with your heart, there won’t be room for
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LIVING OUT THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

Mark 12:41-44 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich
people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small
copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the

others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on.”

How do you know whether you truly love God with all your heart,
mind and strength? Ask yourself if you truly
as yourself.
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