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Three Scenes of Jesus Concealed

When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. Coming to his
hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were
amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they
asked. “lsn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’'s name Mary, and aren’t his
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where
then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus
said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own
home.” And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.
Matthew 13:563-58

The townspeople’s pride and preconceived ideas kept them from seeing Jesus. As
a result, they saw him as nothing more than a

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, and he said to his
attendants, “This is John the Baptist,; he has risen from the dead! That is why
miraculous powers are at work in him...” Matthew 14:1-11

Herod'’s self-indulgence kept him from seeing Jesus. As a result, he thought Jesus
was a

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and
asked, “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash
their hands before they eat!” Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command
of God for the sake of your tradition... You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you: “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’
Matthew 15:1-9

The Pharisees’ self-constructed religion kept them from seeing Jesus. As a result,
they thought Jesus was a
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Multiple Scenes of Jesus Revealed

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite
woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy
on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly”... Then Jesus said
to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter
was healed at that moment. Matthew 15:12-28

Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the
blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he
healed them. The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the
crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the
God of Israel. Matthew 15:29-31

Jesus demonstrates his authority over nature, the spiritual realm, and disease,
revealing that He is none other than

A Scene of Personal Response

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?”
he asked. “Who do you say | am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:13-16

The disciples’ humility and honesty allowed them to see Jesus. As a result, they

are convinced Jesus is the , the Son of God.

A Scene of Validation

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared
before them Moses and Eljjah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good for us to be here. If you wish, | will put up three shelters—one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them,
and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well
pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the
ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be
afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. Matthew 17:1-8
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