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WHEN PEOPLE COMPLAIN
 !

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint 
by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number 
of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the 
word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte 
of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 
hands on them.  And the word of God continued to increase, and the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. Acts 6:1-7 !

Listening to a complaint can be ___________________!
!
Understand ____________ in solving a problem and do ____________.
!
Dealing with conflict well is a ___________________________ to others.
!
WHEN PEOPLE ARE CORRUPT
!

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 
among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and 
of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they 
could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was 
speaking. Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him 
and brought him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, 
“This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, for 
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 
will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who 
sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. Acts 6:8-15 !

The Spirit’s filling is demonstrated in ____________ and ____________.
!
People often get upset when they ______________________________.
!
You can have ___________ even when ________ people are doing 
_________ things to you.
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MAKE YOUR TESTIMONY CLEAR
!
But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no 
fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a 
good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 1 Peter 3:14-17 !“This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—
this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who 
appeared to him in the bush. This man led them out, performing wonders and 
signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the 
Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
your brothers.’ This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness 
with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He 
received living oracles to give to us. Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust 
him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us 
gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ Acts 7:35-40 !And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 
word of God with boldness. Acts 4:31 !In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to 
me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which 
I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
Ephesians 6:16-20 !“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming 
of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who 
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Acts 7:51-53 !Stephen speaks boldly to religious men who were so ______________ 

they would not receive the __________.
! Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth 
at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the” Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But 
they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at 
him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his 
knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. Acts 7:54-60 !Stephen speaks the truth boldly then follows Christ’s example in 

____________________________ to God.
!
I am ____________ to do the great work of God’s Kingdom. This 
_______ happens when I’m _______________ by God’s Spirit.
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