
 

    

           God at the Center 
        January 6, 2019   

A VISION OF GOD AT THE CENTER 

For Me and My Family 

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord 
your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands 
and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?  Deuteronomy 
10:12-13 

For Our Community and World 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.  John 10:10 

For our Church 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  Matthew 28:18-20 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation.  2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

A REALITY OF GOD AT THE PERIPHERAL 

Barna Research Group estimates that 48% of American adults are post-Christian 
in their worldview and lifestyle. 

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: “Meaningless! 
Meaningless! Utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless.”  Ecclesiastes 1:1 
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“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what 
does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight 
in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live.  Isaiah 
55:1-3 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  
Matthew 7:24-27  

A Plan for the NEXT Phase of OPC|M 

Put God at the center of our own lives. 

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What 
is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 
them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him...  Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to 
take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Philippians 3:7-12 

Help the community learn to put God at the center of their lives. 

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end… Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to 
God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him… When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.  
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.  Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know 
these things, you will be blessed if you do them.  John 13:1-17
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