
AN UNEXPECTED INTERRUPTION  

But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their 
shouts prevailed.  So Pilate decided to grant their demand.  He released the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they 
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.  As the soldiers led him away, they 
seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the 
cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  Luke 23:23-26 

A STUNNING OBSERVATION 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.  About 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?”… And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, 
he gave up his spirit.  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open.  
The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and 
appeared to many people.  When the centurion and those with him who were 
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”  Matthew 27:45-54 

A FAMILY FOREVER CHANGED 

A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was 
passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the 
cross.  Mark 14:21 

Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, 
too.  Romans 16:13  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