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On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Acts
8:1-3

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Acts
8:4

The negative persecution of the Church serves God's positive purpose
as it the proclamation of the Gospel outward.

PHILIP: THE WORD OF GOD GOES TO SAMARIA (ACTS 8)

Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. When
the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close
attention to what he said. For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and
many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was great joy in that
city. Acts 8:5-8

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for
the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:14-17

The ever-expanding gospel has the power to political,
racial and religious divides.

PAUL: THE WORD OF GOD PREPARES TO GO TO THE
NATIONS (ACTS 9)

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues
in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether
men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. Acts 9:1-2

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “Il am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will
be told what you must do.” Acts 9:3-6

Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, | was
shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord
was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of whom | am the worst. But for that
very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus
might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe
in him and receive eternal life. 1 Timothy 1:12-16

The ever-expanding gospel has the power to the most
resolved mind, and to the hardest heart.

PETER: THE WORD OF GOD GOES TO THE GENTILES
(ACTS 10-12)

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him and said, “You went into the house of
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” Starting from the beginning, Peter told
them the whole story... Acts 11:1-4

When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying,
“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
Acts 11:18

The ever-expanding gospel has the power to reach people from
nation.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
John 3:16-17
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