
letters 
2 Corinthians 4:1-5:10 
OUR CONFIDENCE IN GOD 

MARCH 8, 2020 

Our Confidence in God’s Message (4:1-2) 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose 
heart.  Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not 
use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by 
setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s 
conscience in the sight of God.  2 Corinthians 4:1-2 

We can have confidence in the ______________ of God’s 
message.   

Our Confidence in God’s Power (4:3-6) 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot 
see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.  For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.   
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.”  John 3:3 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.”  John 8:12 

We can have confidence in the _________________ ability of 
God’s power.   

Our Confidence in God’s Future (4:7-5:10) 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us.   

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  For we who are alive are always 
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be 
revealed in our mortal body.  So then, death is at work in us, but life is at 
work in you…  

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. For we know that if the 
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing 
to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are 
clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan 
and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be 
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very 
purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come.   

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord.  For we live by faith, not by 
sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord.  So we make it our goal to please him, whether 
we are at home in the body or away from it.  2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10 

In light of God’s truthfulness and power, we can have 
confidence in the ______________ of our future with God.   
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