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T H E  S O U R C E  A N D  PAT H WAY  O F  T E M P TAT I O N  

James 1:13-15 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is 
tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. 

• Temptation comes from a number of sources: ___________ in the world who 
are not walking with God (pulling us toward folly), _________ ____________ 
that wage war against God (actively seeking our ruin), and our own 
___________ ___________ that constantly resists God (which, if left 
unchecked, derails our life with God). 

• Temptation’s motive is to _________ us spiritually – to cause us to disbelieve 
God, to run to false god’s, to quit God. 

Matthew 4:1-11 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil 
took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He 
will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is 
also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and 
attended him. 

• Our primary response to temptation is to apply God’s __________ of truth to 
our situation. 

G O D ’ S  P R O M I S E S  A N D  P R O V I S I O N  A M I D S T  T E M P TAT I O N  

James 1:16-18 16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth 
through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

Hebrews 2:14-18 14 Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and 
blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he 
die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power 
of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as 
slaves to the fear of dying… 17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in 
every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful 
and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that would 
take away the sins of the people. 18 Since he himself has gone through suffering 
and testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested. 
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