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Revelation 2:8-11 To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words
of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. ° 1 know
your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! | know about the slander of
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. © Do not
be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you
in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even
to the point of death, and | will give you life as your victor’s crown. " Whoever has
ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious
will not be hurt at all by the second death.

Mark 8:36-37 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?

John 8:41-44: “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father
we have is God himself.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would
love me, for | have come here from God. | have not come on my own,; God sent
me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what |
say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and
the father of lies.

Matthew 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

About Polycarp — Martyred for his faith in 1995AD while living in Smyrna

“There the chief of the police, Herod, and his father, Nicetas, met him and
transferred him to their carriage, and tried to persuade him, as they sat beside
him, saying, “What harm is there to say ‘Lord Caesar, and to offer incense and all
that sort of thing, and to save yourself?” At first he did not answer them. But when
they persisted, he said, “l am not going to do what you advise me.”

Therefore, when he was brought before him, the proconsul asked him if he were
Polycarp. And when he confessed that he was, he tried to persuade him to deny
[the faith], saying, “Have respect to your age”—and other things that customarily
follow this, such as, “Swear by the fortune of Caesar; change your mind”; ... the
proconsul was insistent and said: “Take the oath, and | shall release you. Curse
Christ.”

Polycarp said: “Eighty-six years | have served him, and he never did me any
wrong. How can | blaspheme my King who saved me?”

Jesus commended the church in Smyrna for their
amidst material poverty, and encouraged them to
in persecution.

John 15:18-21 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 9 If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you. 20 Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will
obey yours also. 2! They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do
not know the one who sent me.

John 16:33 | have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”
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