TO|THE CHURCH

The Church in Sardis: Genuineness | November 10, 2024

JESUS’ REBUKE FOR SPIRITUAL FAKENESS

Revelation 3:1-3 7 To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words
of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. | know your deeds;
you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen
what remains and is about to die, for | have found your deeds unfinished in the
sight of my God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold
it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will
not know at what time | will come to you.

Ephesians 2:1-5 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler
of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of
our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is
by grace you have been saved.

When we hear the gospel, and choose to receive Jesus as our Savior and Lord,
we immediately experience God’s miracle of spiritual

Galatians 5:22-23 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is
no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.

As we walk in the reality of the gospel, continually choosing to connect and yield
to Jesus, we progressively experience God’s miracle of spiritual

Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

Matthew 23:27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the
inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean.”

Jesus wants a real spiritual life for us on the
the

that shows up on

JESUS’ REMEDY FOR SPIRITUAL FAKENESS

Revelation 3:1-3 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to
die... Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and
repent.

JESUS’ REWARD FOR SPIRITUAL GENUINENESS

Revelation 3:4-6 4Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their
clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one
who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. | will never blot out the name
of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my
Father and his angels. ¢ Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.
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