
 

A NEW APOSTLE 
Acts 1:15-26 In those days Peter stood up among the believers… and said, 
“Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit 
spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for 
those who arrested Jesus.  He was one of our number and shared in our 
ministry… it is written in the Book of Psalms: ‘May his place be deserted; let 
there be no one to dwell in it. May another take his place of leadership.’ 
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us.  For one of these must 
become a witness with us of his resurrection.”  So they nominated two men: 
Joseph and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which of these two you have chosen  to take over this apostolic 
ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and 
the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

Peter assures the disciples of God’s ____________________. 

Peter spurs the disciples onward in God’s ___________. 

AN ESTABLISHED AUTHORITY 
Isaiah 45:5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no 
God.  
God’s derives His authority from His _____________.  

2 Peter 1:20-21 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things.   For prophecy 
never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
God’s clarifies His authority through His ____________.  

Matthew 15:30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the 
crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed 
them. 
God displays His authority in Jesus’ _______________.   

AN ONGOING AUTHORITY 
Luke 6:12-13; Mark 3:14 Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent 
the night praying to God.  When morning came, he called his disciples to him 
and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles… that he might 
send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.  

Ephesians 2:19-20 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, 
but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone.  
  
God’s perpetuates His authority through His _______________.  

  
1 Thessalonians 2:13 We also thank God continually because, when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a 
human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in 
you who believe.  
John 16:12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.   
Acts 2:42-43 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with 
awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.   

The Early Church received God’s authority through the New Testament 
____________________.  

Luke 6:46-49 As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and 
puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like.   They are like a 
man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. 
When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, 
because it was well built.  But the one who hears my words and does not put 
them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its 
destruction was complete.”  
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