Life Group Discussion Guide: Kingdom Citizens and the State

Scripture Focus: Romans 13:1-7 & 1 Peter 2:13-17

This Memorial Day weekend, we are taking a pause from our series in Jeremiah to address a

vital topic: how followers of Jesus ought to think about the relationship between the church

and the state. In a cultural climate that is highly polarized, our church believes that neither

the political "right" nor "left" holds a monopoly on God's truth. Instead, we are called to be

Kingdom citizens first, viewing all earthly governance through the lens of our allegiance to
King Jesus.

Ice Breakers: Getting Started

Growing up, what was your favorite Memorial Day weekend tradition or family kickoff
to summer?

If you could travel back in time to witness any major historical event in your
country’s history, which one would it be?

What is one "win" or celebration from your week that you can share with the group to
start our time on a joyful note?

Discussion Questions

1.

Romans 13:1 states that "there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God." How does grounding the existence of government in
God's sovereignty change how you vertically view and pray for leaders—especially
those you didn't vote for?

1 Peter 2:16 charges us to live "as servants of God." What has God been teaching
you lately about what it means to keep your primary, ultimate allegiance to King
Jesus rather than a political party or ideology?

When you look at how Jesus interacted with the Roman Empire and the political
factions of His day, what does His example reveal about how we should navigate our
own political climate?

1 Peter 2:17 commands us to "Love the brotherhood." Because our groups are
smaller communities practicing the mission, how can we ensure that our
friendships remain deeply united around Jesus, even if members of this very group
hold different political opinions?

Being "known authentically" means sharing where we are anxious or weary. What is
something currently heavy on your heart regarding the division, cultural tension, or
political anxiety you see in our nation right now?



10.

At OPCM, we are communal beings who pray and do life together. How can we
practically support and protect one another from letting political debates distract us
from our true spiritual growth and mutual care?

1 Peter 2:15 says that by "doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people." If we want the "rubber to hit the road" with our faith, what are some
practical "good works" we can do in our community that show the love of God
regardless of political leanings?

Romans 13:7 instructs us to pay respect and honor to whom it is owed. On this
Memorial Day weekend, how can we honor those who have sacrificed for our earthly
freedoms while still keeping our ultimate worship directed toward Christ?

If we only focus on our internal group dynamics, we risk becoming an "us four and
no more" tribe. How can our tone, social media presence, and everyday
conversations with neighbors and coworkers reflect the peace of a Kingdom citizen
rather than the hostility of political warfare?

Knowing that our citizenship is first and foremost in heaven, what is a small step of
obedience you can take this week to be a blessing to a neighbor, friend, or coworker
who is cynical about Christians because of modern politics?



